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the slightest intention of giving up liquor providing the
ammunition with which the reformers brought upon the
United States the horrors of the Prohibition Era, is one of
the major ironies in a life crowded with mordant ironies.

The seasons passed, he watched his fields ploughed and
sowed with seed in the spring, grow green and then yellow
in the l^te summer, a deep russet brown from the burning
sun of the long dry autumn, then deluged with the winter
rains. He took pride in his writings, in his newly cleared,
revitalised land, in his countless friends. With everything
in his life going well, " the smile that won't come off" was
never missing from his handsome Irish face. Finn Frolich
says, " I never saw a man with so much beautiful magnetism.
If a preacher could have that much love in his make-up the
whole world would go religious. When Jack talked he was
marvellous; his eyes were big, and his mouth was just as
sensitive and full of expression, and the words came out of
him just rippling. It was something inside him, his brain
ran sixty miles a minute, you couldn't keep up with him.
No matter what he talked about his lips would go up, the
humour would come out, you would have to laugh your
head off."

He was happy, every one loved him, his work went
forward with magnificent strides.

When he had first bought the Hill Ranch he had written
to Cloudesley Johns, "I am not going ranching; the only
cleared ground on the place will be used for growing hay."
But he found that his interest in farming and ranching was
growing apace, that every development led him into new
operations. He subscribed to agricultural newspapers and
magazines, wrote to the agricultural departments of the
University of California and the state government for
information and advice. With the passage of the months he
realised that agriculture and ranching were exciting subjects,
and that he was becoming fascinated. Tired of adventuring
abroad, he now began to adventure at home; farming
became his hobby. Giving himself to the new activity with